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 The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, November 24, 2014 at 

5:30pm in the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present were:  Mac Hodges, Mayor; 

Bobby Roberson, Mayor Pro tem; Doug Mercer, Councilman; William Pitt, Councilman; Richard 

Brooks, Councilman; Larry Beeman, Councilman; Brian M. Alligood, City Manager; Cynthia S. 

Bennett, City Clerk and Franz Holscher, City Attorney.  

    

 Also present were:  Matt Rauschenbach, Administrative Services Director/C.F.O.;  Stacy 

Drakeford, Police & Fire Services Director; Robbie Rose, Fire Chief; Lynn Wingate, Tourism Director; 

Gloria Moore, Library Director; Susan Hodges, Human Resources Director; Kristi Roberson, Parks and 

Recreation Manager; Keith Hardt, Electric Utilities Director; John Rodman, Community & Cultural 

Services Director; David Carraway, Network Administrator and Mike Voss, Washington Daily News. 

 

 Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order and Mayor Pro tem Roberson delivered the 

invocation.   

 

 Councilman Mercer recognized that Gray Lewis, Boy Scout Troop 258 ï Bath, NC. was in 

attendance tonight. Gray is the son of Lynn Wingate, Tourism Director and he is working on his 

Citizenship in the Community Merit Badge.  Councilman Mercer commended Gray and all other Scouts 

that are working toward their Eagle Scout Ranking.  

 

PRESENTATION:   TROY MOORE, LABORATORY SUPERVISOR  

 
Mayor Hodges presented a certificate congratulating Troy Moore on his retirement after thirty-nine 

years of service to the City of Washington.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council approved the 

minutes of November 10, 2014 as submitted. 

 

APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:  

 The following amendments were made to the agenda:  

ü Add Under New Business Item G: Approve Budget Ordinance Amendment and Purchase Order 

for the Electric Fund ï high voltage bushings on the 230 kV circuit breaker at the Chocowinity 

POD Station.  

 

ü Under New Business Item F:  Alternate text regarding City Code Amendment ï Residency 

Requirement 

 

 By motion of Councilman Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Roberson, Council approved the 

agenda as amended.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

A.  Accept /Adopt ï Memorial Donation and Adopt Budget Ordinance Amendment   

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BUDGET ORDINANCE  

OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, N.C.  

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina:  

T h e  M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l  
o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  W a s h i n gt o n  
d o  h e r e b y  a c k n o w l e d g e  a n d  

c o n g r a t u l a t e    
Troy L. Moore  

Laboratory Supervisor 
on his retirement after thirty-nine years of 
dedicated and heartfelt service to the City 

of Washington.  
March 28, 1975 - December 1, 2014 
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Section 1.   That the Estimated Revenues in the General Fund be increased in the following 

accounts and amounts: 

 

 10-40-3611-8400  Library Memorials        $1,000 

 

Section 2.  That the following accounts and amounts be increased in the Library Department 

of the General Fund appropriations Budget: 

 

 Account   Description     Amount 

 10-40-6110-5601  Memorial Reimbursables   $1,000 

 

Section 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

Section 4. This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

Adopted this the 24
th
 day of November, 2014. 

ATTEST:  

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Mac Hodges 

City Clerk          Mayor 

 

B. Approve ï Purchase Orders > $20,000   

ü Requisition # 15420, $25,146, to Westinghouse Electrical Supply to purchase decorative 

area lighting for the Moss Landing development, account 35-90-8390-4502. Two bids 

were received. Moss Landing is responsible for the differential between a standard pole 

and fixture that are installed at no cost and the units that have been requested.  

 

By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Mercer, Council approved the consent 

agenda as presented.   

  

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:    

 Dot Moate expressed concern with the following items: 

ü Need for an Enforcement Officer ï most specifically for houses on North Market Street 

ü Merchants are not obeying the 3 hour parking limit downtown 

ü Parks and Recreation  - City needs to take care of what we have before we acquire more 

recreational property 

ü Citizens place leaves near storm drains ï causing flooding problems 

 Beth Byrd, WHDA explained that Dominique Wilkins will be returning to Washington on 

December 16
th
.  A parade will be held in his honor along Stewart Parkway at 4:00pm and ending near 

Festival Park.  An autograph session will be held after the parade at Festival Park.  A basketball game 

will be held at Washington High School at 7:30pm where his jersey will be retired during half-time.  

ESPN will be in Washington filming a documentary of Dominique Wilkins during this time.  Beth Byrd 

requested a fire truck and police escort for his arrival. 

 Beth Byrd reminded everyone that Saturday, November 29
th
 is ñShop Small ï Shop Localò. 

PUBLIC HEARING ï ZONING : NONE 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ï OTHER:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  NONE  

 

CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS: 

MEMO  ï BUDGET TRANSFER ï STREET MAINTENANCE  

$11,000 of the budget remaining from the purchase of dump truck #454 in the Street Maintenance 

Department is going to be utilized for drainage repairs along Crown Drive.  

From: 10-20-4510-7400 $11,000 

To: 10-20-4510-4500 $11,000 

 

 



CITY COUNCIL MINUTES       NOVEMBER 24, 2014 
WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA                                                 PAGE 

 

 

MEMO  ï PLANNING & INSPECTIONS FEE REVIEW  

 Councilman Mercer expressed concern with ñBuilding & Inspection Fees ï Residential ï 

Electrical Inspection for Lightsò and ñFire Inspectionò.  John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services 

Director explained that the inspection for the lights would be if the power has been off for more than 30 

days, then a minimum housing inspection and fire inspection is required.  The same inspection is 

required on the commercial side when a change of use permit is requested.  Mayor Pro tem Roberson 

expressed concern with substandard dwellings.  Mr. Rodman clarified other questions asked by 

Councilmembers regarding the proposed fees. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                                  
 

 

MEMO  ï WATERFRONT DOCKS RECREATION FEE REVIEW  

 Councilmembers discussed the proposed fee changes.  Mr. Rodman explained that currently we 

do not charge for electric service, the proposed charge will be $20-$30 per month.  Council discussed 

the possibility of metering the docks and the cost to do that is significant.  Mayor Pro tem Roberson 

discussed the availability of pump out and the charge for laundry fees. 
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MEMO ï AQUATIC CENTER RECREATION FEE REVIEW  

 Councilman Mercer inquired if staff kept a log of the number of patrons per day at the aquatic 

center?  Staff answered that a log is kept and will forward that to Council as requested.  Council 

discussed looking at the hours of operation in order to coincide with the highest hours used. Councilman 

Beeman explained that the time the facility is most used would be first thing in the morning and late 

afternoon/evening.  Current hours of operation are:  Monday-Friday (6am-7:30pm), Saturday (10am-

6pm), Sunday (closed). 
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DISCUSSION ï GRANT PROJECT UPDATES ï accepted as presented  

 
 City Manager, Brian Alligood provided Council with an update on Keys Landing, noting that 

house number one has closed, while houses two and three are 80-90% complete.  Building permits 

should be pulled for the remaining two homes (building lots) in early December.  We need to have one 

more house completed and LMI occupied by July 1, 2015 in order to avoid another $75,000 repayment 

to the State. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


